
Soft Landings are diverse native plantings under keystone trees or any other regionally 

appropriate native trees. These safe, undisturbed areas, which also include fallen leaves 

and organic material, provide the habitat many beneficial insects must have to complete 

their life cycles. Read more on our blog post: izelplants.com/blog/soft-landings
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Below are suggestions for Soft Landings. In the areas under and 

around a tree, moisture availability and sun exposure can vary 

considerably. Inside the dripline, closer to the tree tends to be drier 

and shadier. As you approach the dripline, there tends to be a little 

more moisture and sun. At and outside the dripline tends to have 

the most sun and moisture. Plants that thrive in shade or part shade 

are good choices for underneath the dripline, while those tolerant 

of more sun are good nearer the dripline and outside it. This list is a 

starting point, and many other species will do well. As always, aim to 

match the plants to your region, climate, and cultural conditions.

© Izel Native Plants

https://www.izelplants.com/blog/soft-landings/
https://izelplants.com


izelplants.com
hello@izelplants.com

410.989.3721

© Izel Plants, LLC  Updated 1/26/2024
Izel Native Plants

  Grasses & Sedges
  for Soft Landings    Common Name

 

Exposure Moisture Bloom Time Leaf Persistence
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Carex albicans whitetinge sedge

Carex amphibola eastern narrowleaf sedge

Carex brevior shortbeak sedge

Carex bromoides brome-like sedge

Carex cherokeensis Cherokee sedge

Carex eburnea bristleleaf sedge

Carex laxiculmis spreading sedge

Carex pensylvanica Pennsylvania sedge

Carex plantaginea plaintainleaf sedge

Carex radiata Eastern star sedge

Carex rosea rosy sedge

Carex sprengelii Sprengel’s sedge

Deschampsia cespitosa tufted hairgrass

Elymus hystrix Eastern bottlebrush grass

  Ferns for
  Soft Landings    

   Common Name
 

Exposure Moisture Bloom Time Leaf Persistence
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Adiantum pedatum Northern maidenhair

Athyrium filix-femina common ladyfern

Dryopteris marginalis marginal woodfern

Osmunda claytoniana interrupted fern

Polystichum acrostichoides Christmas fern
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